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fature comparison, then the following para-
graphs (u) and () shall have effect :—

{e.) At the hearing of any civil or criminul
proceeding with respect to any article analysed
in pursuance of this section, the production
of ncertificate of the analyst shall be sufficient
evidence of the facts therein stated, nnless
the person against whom the certificate is pro-
posed to be put in evidencorequires that the
annnlyst be called as o witness.

(b.) The costs of and incidentul to the ol-
taining of any analysisin pursuance of this
section shall be borne by the seller or the
buyer, in accordance with the results of the
analysis, and shall be recoverable ag a gimple
contract debt.”

‘Tue Hon. F. M. $I'ONE : That does not pro-
tect the seller; it refers only to the buyer,
Clause 7 really protects the seller and allows
him to get an analysis; but, as the Hon. Mr.
Kidson bas peinted out, » sample from each bag
would have to be analysed.

Tur How. C. A, PIE3SE : There should be
some means provided by which the bags of a
bulk parcel could be marked to agree with the
sampla. I think we had better report pro-
gress. 1 move that we report progress.

Motion put and passed. ’

Progress reported.

RATLWAY AND THEATRE REPFRESH-
MENT ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly and wus cead a fivet time.

DUTIES ON DECEASED PERSONS
ESTATES BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly and was read a firss time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council adjourned at five minutes past
six o’clock p.n., until Tuesday, 27th August, at
half past four o’clock p.m.
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Earlway Shed Subiaco.

Fegislative RAssembly,

Thursday, 22nd August, 1895,

Railway Shed and Approach at Snbuweo—dNite for
Gaol at Wyndhen—Police Station at Mingenew
—Appointment of Joint Seleet Counmittee 7€
Assisted Schools—Abolition of Aboriyines Pro-
tectivn  Boued ;  despatel from  Sweretwry  of
Stap—Beilway and Theatre Refreshinent Rooms
Lievasing £itl - thivd reading—Thities on Estates
of Peccased Persons Bil: third  readivg—
Estimetes, 1895-G: in committce—Collie Conl
Hore—ddjorrament.

Tie SPEAKER tovk the Chair at 430
o'elock, p.us.

PrAYERS.

RAILWAY SHED AND APPROAC!H AT

SUBIACO.

MEe. WOOD, in accordance with mnotice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways: (1),
When the Railway Department proposed to
provide a shelter shed for passengers and
gouds at Subiaco railway station. (2), When
it: was intended to construct the approach way
to this stution from Broome Rond (vie Rokeby
Rond), o disthnce of alout 10 chains, as prom-
jsed by the Commissioner of Railways in
answeor to asimilar guestion asked in this
Housd on tlhe 8th Angusl, lasb year, and as
provided for on the Loan Katimates for
1804-5. (3), Whether he did not think the
present would be an  opportune time for the
construction of this approach road, whilst the
men and teams employed in wacadamising
Broowe HRoad are at work in the vicinity of
the two roads.

Tye COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied :—(1}, Inatruc-
tions have been given to provide n shelter
shed. (2 and 3), Tenders for the work will be
called for shortly.

SITE FOR GAOL AT WYNDHAM.

Mg, MARMION, for M. Coxnog, in accord-
ance with notice, usked the Director of Public
Works—({1) Whether the sitefor the new gaol
at Wyndhaw had been selected. (2) 1f so,
whether it was the site lately occupied by
Messrs. Jolly, Luxton, and Head, in the centre
of the town. (3) Whether, if 1he site (as-
suming it to be the chosen one) were objec.
tionable as a gaol site to the settlers and
residents, the Departwent would reconsider
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the selection of the eaid site for the purpose

nawmed.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :

(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied .—(1)
posed to erect the guol on lots 158 and 159.
(2) The site is not that lutely occupied hy
Messrs. Jolly, Luxton, and Head.

~ P'OLICE BTATION AT MINGENEW.

Mr. PHILLIPS, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works what steps
had been taken towards the erection of & police
station al Mingenew, for which the money was
voted during last session; and when the atation
was likely to be completed.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon, H. W. Venn) r¢plied that plans had
been prepared, and the building would probably
be finished in threo montha. ’

APPOINTMENT OF JOINT SELECT COM-
MITTEE rE ASSISTED SCHOOLS.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest) sug-

gested thut, before deuling with the Orders of

the Day, the motion of which he hud given

notice, relating to the Assiated Schools, should

be taken firat, as he did not anticipate nny’

debate on the appointment of a Joint Com-
wittea of both Houses. It seemed to have
becn agreed, na u result of the recent debate
on this suhject, that the whole matter should
be referred to a Joint Cowmmities ; and, if the
Hounae were with him on the point, he would
move thut the Orders of the Day be postponed
until after the notice of motion reluting to
Assisted Schools, so that this House might
appoint its quota of members, and refer the
completion of the Committee to the other
House. If, however, there was any objection

It is pro- °

to this course, be would not press the sugges- .

tion. He moved that the Orders of the Day
be postponed until after the notice of motion
had been disposed of.

Mg. LOTON eaid o Committee would have
to be balloted for.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) said
he had alrendy consulted members on the
other (the Opposition) side, and they had
suggested three nomes, and he had suggested
four to be appointed from the Government
side, making seven members to be appointed
from this House, to act with an equal number
of members to be nppointed from the other
House. .

Mz, LOTON said he had no objection.

Mp. B, F. SHOLL said he had not been
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consulted, but, having now been shown the pro-
posed list, he took no exception to the pames.
It appeared to him, however, that o committee
of seven members from each House would be
ruther large, and perhaps nnworkuble.

Mg, WOOD agrecd with the remark that
the committee would be too large.

Motion put and passed, and the Orders of
the Day postpouned accordingly.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) then
moved, " That the following resolutions be
agreed to:—(«.) That it ie expedient that the
assisted rehoels should mo longer comtinue to
formn part of the public educutional system of
the coleny. (b.) That the contribution from
public funds fowards the maintenance of
agsisted schools shall cease on the 31at De-
cember, 1895, (c.) That & Joint Comnittee of
both Houses of Parlinment be appointed to
cousider the terms and conditions on which ib
will be equitable to amend the law to the
above effect, having regard to the vested in-
terests which have been legally created.”
He said: It is not my intention to enter
into the question at this stuge, except very
shortly, because I fuel that to do so would be
going over ground which we wili have to go
over again when we get the report of this
Joint Select Committee before us. The renson
I propuse that seven members shall be
sppointed from each House, instend of five,
is that, on snch an important question as this,
we huve generally found that it has been
advisable to increase the number above the
five provided for in the Standing Orders, as
was done in the case of the Joint Committee
on the Midland Railway question, which com-
wmittec wos increased from five to-seven wem-
bers from each House, Another rcason isthat
it is found difficult to get such a number of
persons representing various views on a
committes as you would desire to consult
on an important question like this, -where
there is o good deal of diffcrence of opinion.
Even now,afterthenames have been suggested,
I feel we have not got on the prepared list
gome of those mewbers we would like to see
there, who have taken an active interest in
this question. For instance, I would have
liked to ses the nume of the hon. memnber for
Nanvine on the committée; but, having con-
sulied the other side of the House ag faras I
could, und there being only three members to
be appointed frow that side, it hus not been
practicable for me to suggest more than a
tutal of seven membera from this Heuge. "To
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wmake the commitbee larger would, perhaps,
give tu it {oe wmeh influenee in this Rouse,
after the committee’s report had been pre-
sented to us. Hon. members will notice
that the Goverument huve fulfilled their
pledge to inbreduce u vesolutiom of this
sort, in relation to the assisted schools, for
the consideration of this House. I think thaf
in the thres propositions contained in this
wotion, the Government huve done all thut
they stated they would do, when the quesbion
of continuing the grant to the asssisted
schools was so fully discussed in this Hounse
earlier in the scssion; and [ rejoice indeed
that both sides of the House have come to a
common conclusion in regard to this matter,
in referring it to the consideration of a Joint
Comuwittec of both Houses. I anticipate the
very best results from thet conference. We
will have the natter fully sifted in committee;
we will be able to take evidence, if it ia neces-
sury ; the committee will be able Lo report to
the House the conclusions we arrive at; andit
will then he for this House, and for the
Legislative Council, to say whether they adopt
the views of the committee or not. Of course
if the views of the committee be so adopleq,
the next thing the Governwment will have to
do will be to introdoce a bill for amending
the lnw in the direction indicated. I do not
think thut, at the present moment, it is neces-
sary for me to suy more in regard to this
matter, because the uction I am faking is
merely to carry out an obligation I had fo this
House in moving in this direction. I there-
fore beg to move that the motion be agreed
bo.
Me. MARMION : I quite agree with whai
has fallen from the Premicr as to the non.
necessity for any lengthy speech on the
occagion of making this motion; nor do I
think I would have risen to say a word on the
motion, were it not for the fact that I have
been associnted in more than one way with
the system of education which has been
in vogne in this colony now for the
last four-and-twenty years. 1 have heen
associated with it as n member of the
Ceniral Board of Xducution, having been
pominated to w position on that board when
the KElemenlary Education Act was introduced,
and having continued to be a mewber until
the bourd hecame defunct. I have also
been mere ovr less associated with the
working  of the Act, inasmuech as I
have Leen a representntive of o constitu-
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ency during the whole of the years that this
particular Act has been in force ; and it hus
heen my pleasure, ag well as my pride, to have
vepresented the iuterests of the particular
religions body to which I belong, both a3 a
wember of the Ceutral Board of Education, and
as a wemb.r of this House, wher I consideied
those interesis required either support or pro-
tection, or required to be placed before the
House in such o manner as I considered they
were entitled to be placed in.  The course of
<vents has, | regrct to eny, apparently
rendered it oxpedient — 10 use a word
thut has been used Ly the Hono the
Premier — that an alteralion should Dbe
made in the law on the subject. I say I
regrvet this, T regret it us one whe has been
conhected with the educational system of the
colony for the long time I have named; I
regret it as a representative of the people of
the country ; and I regret it, mere especially,
in the lust capacity 1 have referrod to, namely,
as o representasive of the Rowan Catholic
body in this colony, of which I amw a wember,
and of which I hud been, to some extent, for
many years the eole representative in the
Parlinment of the country. But it is net my
intention now to endeavor to hring to the
winds of hon. wmembers the history of edu-
cation in this country; mor do I intend to
take up the time of the House by -ny lenglhy
attempt at an orntion on this subject. All
that I wish to do now is to utter a few words,
and those Few words will be, in the first place,
to reiterate the expression of regret that the
occasion and necessiby havo arisen for the
putting forward of this motion which is now
before the House; and secondly, to express
congratulation on what took place when the
guestion of the continuance of the grant to
aseisted schools in this colony was before
thiz Assembly, not mwany evenings ago.
I was pleased on that occasion to find
that those hon. members who had becn
notoricus, and always to the front in en-
deavoring to alter the prevuiling system
of aducntion, and in codenvoring fo interfere
with the dual system, as it is called, which
hns been in existence here for so many years,
and who were aoxious to lwing that dual
system to a close—I waus pleased, I say, tofind
they wers prepared, us they then said (and it
remains for future events to prove whether
they were in earnest in the statement
they then wade) to consider the efforts which
have been made in the cunse of education by
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that one rveligious hody to which I have
alluded, and which hns for 8o wmany years
exerted itself zealously and ably in the cause
of education in this colony, which has exerted
itself in auch & manner as to have called forth
the praise, not only of those who belong to
that body, not only of those bepefited by that
education which has been given, but also called
forth the praisc of those opposed to them, and
of those who have heen doing their best on all
occasions fo take away from this body that
monetary ussistance they have been receiviog,
and to which T consider they were justly en-
titled. I congratulate those hon. members,
and feel in u somewhat kindly dispoged spirit
- towards those who have heen opposed to ineon
80 many occasasions, that they, at all events,
have felt that when it was necessary to
abolish the systew which has been in vogue
s¢ long, the interests of the particular body
whoso interests would be 80 materially affected
by the change, should be duly taken
into consideration, 1 hope the efforts that
are now being muade, and the action which
the Hon. the Premier and his colleagues hnve
now taken, for appointing n Joint Select Com-
mittee of bath Houses may have the effect of
promoting an Act that will he productive ot
justice to those who have worked so long and
zealously in the cause of ednention; and that
while it may be considered necessary to abolish
the system now in vogue, it will mot be con-
sidered nccessary to do other than justice io
those who deserve justice, and who have wost
decidedly merited it wt the hands of hoen.
members, and of the Government, and of the
ecolony. I hope that the action that
will be taken may be such as will have the
" effect ot deing this justice; and that those
hon. members who uttered words® the other
evening which I have-made » note of, and
which are noted in the Hunsard record of this
colony, will be prepared to act liberally when
the occusion arises, and that they will act in
such a manner that will at once and for ever
do awny with the cry that has been raised—
that will do away with anything that has the
appearance of religious discord or disunion
between the various veligious bodies of this
country. Andthut, in taking the actien those
heon, members are now contemplatisg, they
will at once put a sto; to the cry which has
been ruised for so wany years upon political
platforms at electionsin thiscolony, in refex-
ence to the education question; that they
will consider it upon a basis of justice to |
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those who deserve justice; wnd that they
will be prepared to act liberally and in &
kindly spirit to those who, T bLelieve, wre
deserving of liberality, of kindliness, and of
justice—the word [ have used so many liwes
— justice at the hapds of hon. mem-
bera, I feel sure, ulso, that 0o
justice they can do them, and wno
liberality they can show  them, will
be considered by the eolony to have been
otherwise than well-deserved und well-curned.
1 hope thut even those who, upon wmntters of
principle, huve considered themselves opposed
Lo the system that has been in operalion for
so long, while hailing with a certain nmount
of gladness the fact that this system iacowming
to an end, will be prepared toconsider that the
Government and the colony should dewl .
liberally and justly with what I may term the
one particular religious body in this colony
who have taken udvantuge of the system which
bas been in operation fer the last twenty-four
yeurs; and that there will be no wnore ontery
and no more bitterness imported inte our
clections upon thie one guestion of education;
and T am sorry to ndd that, wbile being
my pleasure to be associated with the
system, it hes often been my misfortune to
have bud to speak warmly on this topie.
I trustthat, after this session is ended, it will be
many years before we shall have to disturb
this question ngain, and that those who are
now losing that aid which they have received
from the country for s¢ long will be satisfied,
and will not meke any further nttempt to
alter the laws which muy, in the wisdom of
Parliament, he thought desirable to bring into
force in this colony.

Question put and passed.

Tue P{EMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
—“That the Select Committee consist of
“geven members, instead of five, including
# the mover.”

Question put nnd passed.

The House proceeded to. bullot for six
members, with the reqult that the following
meinbers, with the mover, were elected to
act :—Mcssrs, G, Leake, G. T. Siwpson, H. B.
Lufroy, G. Randell, W. £, Mormion, nnd the
Hon. 8. Burt.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) movgd
-—*That the committee huve power to call for
persons and papers, to sit during any ad-
journment of the House, and report on Augnst
20th inst.”

Question put and pussed.



668 Probate Dutics Bidl.

Tug PREMIER (Hon. ®ir J. Forrest} moved
“That the resolutior be trapsmiltedl by
message to the Legislative Council, and their
concwrence desired therein ; and that they be
requested to appoint a similar number of
members to sit on the committee.”

Question put and passed.

ABOLITION OF ABORIGINES PROTECTION
BOARD.
DESPATCH FUOM SECRETARY OF STATE.

The following message was delivered to and
read by Mr, Speaker:—

Avex. C. ONLOW,

Administrator,

With reference to the Bill amending “ The
Constitution Act,” as regards the Aborigines
Protection Board, passed by Parliament dur-
ing its last Session and reserved fov Her
Majesty’s ussent, the Admimstrator has the
honor to transmit, herewith, for the informa-
tion of your bonorable House, the translation
of a cablegram recently received from the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for
the Colonies.

Government

Houege, Perth, 22nd August,
1895. ‘

Transtation of Cablegram.

* Referring to despatch No. 3, of 3rd Janu-
ury, T am anxious to meet views of Colonial
Government us far as possible. 1 am there-
fore prepared to approve reserved Rill,
omitting from Section 70 as much us places
expenditnre under care of independent un-
official Board, so that while permanent appro-
priation of £5,000 sterling secures raguire-
ment of natives, your responsible advisers
would advise Governor aa to management of
fund, same way as other expenditure. Des-
pateh follows by wmnil.”

(Signed) CuAMBERLAIN,

RAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

THERD READING.
The Bul was read a third tiine and passed,
and transmitied to the Legisiative Couneil.

€
DUTIES ON ESTATES OF DECEASED
PERSONS BILL.

THIRD REAIMNG.

The Bill was read a third time and passed,
and teanswitted to the Legislative Council.
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Estimaies 1895-G.

ESTIMATES, 1895-6.

Consideration of the Estimates resumed ab
Part VI.—Colonial Treasurer's Department.

Vote—Police, £65,279 48.64d. : .

Mr. RANDELL said that the extent of the
vote was evidence of the progress of the
colony ; but he wus not quite sure that it waa
a ugeful precaution, because the people of the
colony were fairly law-abiding. The vote
amounted to about 15z, per head of popula-
tion, and he questioned whether it had not
been enlarged te a grealer exteat than was
necessary, even allowing for the scattered
nature of the population, and the necessity
for gold escorts and police protection on the
goldfields. There appeared to be anbout
£5,000 more proposed than was being spent,
and about £10,000 moere than was voted last
year. Some anomalies existed in regard to
the proposed increases; but he wished to par-
ticnlarly refer to the item—< Commissioner,
£700" (incresse £100). He asked if it was
intended that officers of the rank of the
Cowmmissioner of P lice, which rank was equi-
valent to that of an Under-Secretary, should
receive L700 a year. If that were not
intended, a very had precedent would be
created if the increasé were agreed to. In
addition to his salary the Commissioner of
Police had u carriage und horses, which were
emoluments connected with Lhe office. Not-
withstanding the flouriching state of the
finances, he considered £700 was too much
to give that officer. It approached within
£100 of the salaries of the Ministers them-
selves, with the exception of that of the
Prewier, and i5 could not be said that the
duties of the office warramted such a high
salary. In order to test the feeling of the
committee*he woved that the item be reduced
by £100. '

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) said,
the propesed increase was a well-deserved one.
The Commissioner of Police was the oldest
Civil Servant in the service, having an abso-
lutely wunpstained record of 43 yeurs. The
record of the department last year showed
that he had kept the expenditure £10 Lelow
the amount voled, thus showing that he was
capable of adnunistering the Lepartment
thoroughly and well. The police were not re-
quired uierely for the ordinary duty of look-
ing after offenders against the law, but they
were asked to do anything thut was required
throughout the colony, and were always ready
Such a body of men required consid-
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erable attention on the part of the head of the |
Department, and that fact alone, a8 well as
the fact that he was the oldest Civil Servant
in the coloany, and had had no increase since
1886, induced the Government, and they had
done 5o with pleasure, to recommend an in-
crease of £100 in his salary. In 1886, when
the Commisasioner's salary was raised to £600,
the population of the colony was 40,000, the
number of police stations wng 44, and the
number of police, including native-trnckers,
was 251, Tn the present year the population
was nearly 90,000, the strength of the police
force was 344, apd the number of stutions
wna 63, the last-named being scattered all
over the colony. If, therefore, the officer
was worth £600 a year in 1886, he was surely
worth £700 & year under the changed vondi-
tioms in 1893,

Me. MORAN supported the item as it
stoed. The vote was by no means due to the
extengion of the goldfields. There were 344
men in the active force, and ont of that num- -
ber only 70 were stationed on the goldficlds,
where there were 25,000 andults. That fact
showed that the residents of the goldfields
were law-abiding citizens. The towns of
Perth and Fremantle required an equal num-
ber of men to look after them. That was a
fact worthy of being mentioned. The police-
men on the goldfields had a large amount of
civil duty to perform, and very little criminal.
They were poorly paid in comparison with
those who were well housed in the city and
towns, and he hoped they would be treaied
liberally in the matter of allowances.

Mr. A. FORBREST maid he was sure hon.
members would not agree tn the amendment.
The Commissioner of Police had had no in-
erenge sivce 1886, and no one who really knew
the Commissioner would object to his having
£700 n year, The country could afford it,
particularly for the few years that the Com.
misgioner might live fo hold the office. The
Commissioner waa old in years, though yonng
in apirit.

Mg. CONNOR called attention to the fact
that, whilst the heads of departments got
largo advances, those at the bottom did not
seem to move at all. He noticed that pro-
bationers received only 5s. a day, which was
totally inadequate for bringing up a family.
He had no objection fo the increase to the
Cowmissioner, bus objected to going into
personnlities, for it was not a question of
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persons, but of prinziples. He knew there
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weare hardships suffered in the police force,
and conld give particulars if they were needed.

Me, SIMPSCN said he could entirely
endorse the remarks of the hon. mewm-
ber for Bast Kimberley. He had facts in his
pussession which absclutely demonstrated that
some of the police in outlandish places had
been practically reduced doring the last 12
months.

Tue Premier (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) snid he
did not think so. .

Mg. SIMPSON said it was not o question of
opinion, for he could give the exact facts.
He could easily give Lhe facts connected with
the Mt. Magnet station, a8 an illustration.
He assured hon, members it was not all “beer
and skittles,” on a station like that. The duties
were arduons, and the men had to work all
hours of the day nnd pight. He claimed that
more considcration should be extended to auch
men, and felt sure that when the Government
knew the facts they would scck to remedy
grievances.

Tug CuarrmMan reminded the hon. mewber
that the question was the veduction of the
Police Commissioner's salury by £100.

Mr. SIMPSON pointed out tiat, according
to usage, if an item were passed, they could
not go back and speak on the general ques-
tion,

THE CoarnMaN said the question could be
considered when, further down the list, the
position of the inferior officers was dealt with,
The question then was the reduction of the
Commissioner’s salary.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked the Treasurer
the same question that he had asked last yeur,
as to whether any arrangcwent bad been made
whereby the policemen could get a Sunday off
duty. The police of thie colony practically
worked 365 days a year

Tug CeaitRMAN said hon. members would
have an opportunity, afterwa ds, of saying nll
they wished to say, but the guestion before
them waa the reduction of the salary of the
Commissioner. ’

Mgr. WOOD asked whether, after Ttém 1
had been disposed of, they could then discuoss
the general question.

Mg. RANDELL gaid he was to blame in
moving the reduction in the first instance.
The practice had Leen to review the whole
question before settling any item. He nsked
leave to temporarily withdvaw hie amend-
meni,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
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Mg, ILLINGWORTH snid he wished to
press the matter of Sunday police Jabor upon
the attention of the Government, as there was
not the slightest necessity for tho men to
work 7 days n week,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest)
snid he had lonked into the matter, and
found Sanday labor was only in name,
and not in fact,

Me. [LLINGWORTH said the men had to
o on duty the same as on Saturday or Mon-
day. 'l'hey went on naé the same hours, and
did the same work.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Bir J. Forrest) said
that was not the information he had got, and
asked why the hon. wember went ahout
amongst the men, instead of going to the
Comumissioner.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH saaid he had not gone
about amongst the men, and he objected to
the Premier's insinnation. e considered he
had a right, as a member of that House, to
press the question be did. He pressed for an
answer as to whether any arrangement had
been wade whereby the policemen could have
a Sunday off duty.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) said
he had made enquiries last year, and, so fur as
he recollected, Sunday work in the foree was
merely nominal. There was very much less
work done on Sundays than upon other days
of the week. He was quite willing to make
further enquiry and report to the House, The
Commissioner had said that every effort wag
made to reluce work on Sunday, and the men
did not comsplain. [Mr. Janes: They would
not complain to the Commissioner.] The
Cominissioner had means of knowing if there
were any complaints. He (the Premnier) had
never heard of such n question heing raised,
except by the hon. member for Nannine last
year, and thia year.

Mr. WOOD said the police force wus n very
able one, but he did not think private con-
stables got the consideration that was due to
them. As soom as’a man joined the police
force, he was locked upon as a sort of inferior
person. As a ciby representative, he (Mr,
Wood) heard a good many complaints, and
knew Lhe men were afraid to make them to
the officinls, He considered it was a bumilia-
tion that the policermen should be expected
always to be in uniform, whether on duty or
not. He thought they ghould be treated as
other men, when not ¢n duty.

Mg. JAMES said he did not think the resul{
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of any enquiry by the Premier would be satis-
factory, if thuy had to take the word of the
Commisgioner simply. No complaint would
reach tho vesponsible Minister throngh the
head of a department. The gentleman re-
spoungible fer the working of nny departinent
always thought his departmont was run upon
the moat approved lines. He hoped the
Premier would bear that in mind, and nob
accept s gospel trath all that was said to
him. The Commissiener of Folice had no right
to treat the men as if he were n martinet.
The system snited to an army waz not applic-
able to the police force. It was nothing less
than tyranny to insiet that the men shonld
always be in uniform. It could not he denied
that policemen were not looked upon with
favor by other people. To insist upon police-
men wearing clothes of & particalar coloz, or
a particular pattern, when not on duty, was
nothing short of tyranny. When not on duty
they should be allowed to sink inte private

" life. Complaints had been wmade, and he

thought the Premier should look into the
matter.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL said the remarks of the
hon, members for East and West Perth
were of the character made use of on the
eve of an election. There waa not the
slightest doubt they had this quality.

Tug CHAIRMAN: The hov, member is not
in order.

M=n. E. F. SHOLL desired to point out
that no one had drawn the attention of the
Chairman to the fact, and it was time enough
for him to call one to order when asked to
do so. He said again the remarks were
such a3 would he delivered on the eve
of ar election. Personully he hud to say
that he consgidered the police in this colony
an excellent body of men, and he did
not think there was any reason for saying
they were not highly respected. With
regard to the wearing of uniforms when off
duty, however, it did seemt a strange order,
and must appear very strange to all ho .
members, He supposed the order was the
gsame ns that applying to the police forces
of the other colouies, and the aystem of
other pilaces was being followed. (How.
Meweprrs : No.] If this was not o, then the
proceeding was indeed a strange cne. When
a policeman was off duty, and at his home, he
shounld be allowed to wear plain clothes, like
any other individual. He should not be made
to carry his constable’s uniform about with
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him. At the same time it waa possible that, if
hon. members had & guniet talk with the Com-
missioner on the subject, they would beshown
reasons why the order was made. ‘I'his would
be the natural thing to do, only the police was
o large body, and hon, members were anxious
to carry on electioneering.

‘Tae PREMIER (Hou. Sic J. Forrest): said
he proposed to say a word on this subjoct.
The object of a police force was 0 protect
lives nnd properties, and preserve good order
in the community, It was hardly likely they
could best do this by appearing in plain
clothes, [t wps without doukf that a
policeman would do his duty, no wmatter
how he was dressed, but, in cuse of his
services being required, it was possible he
would not be treated with the same
respect as if he appeared in wniform. It was
really o matter of disciplive. There was
neither bardship nor injustice in the regula-
tion, and there was no ground for saying that
members of the force, while in wniform, were
regarded with feelings of disrespect. How it
could be said that members of the police force
were treated with either disrespect or dis-
regnrd, he really could not understand. Ot
courss, there was a certain elass who regarded
them with disfavor, but amongst the well-
behaved portion of the community they were
looked mpon with the greatest respeet. To
say that people looked with disfavor on the
preservers of peace was simply a ridiculous
idea. [t might have had some force yeara
ago, when the colony was differently circum-
stanced, but not now. No people werc more
respected among the classes with whom they
moved than members of the police force. Ho
wag informed that the enstom wns in vogue

elsewhere. [Hov. MEmBERs: Where?] [n
South Australia, he believed, although
he conld not say for certain, There

could ba no hardship in the Regulution,
because the uniform was & good one, and
what was good enough to wear one day was
surely good enongh on another. If at any
time a member of the force desired to lenve
off his uniform for any special oceasion, he
would apply for permission to do so, and
that permission wonld be granted. During

the last few months Lhe control of thia -

{22 Avausr, 1893,)

i
1

department had been in his (the Premier’s) :
hands, and he had to say that be had found °

the Commissioner most lemient. It wns only
in extreme cases that he would recommend
dismissal. He was, no doubt, a striet dis-
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ciplinarion, but that was moest necessary with
a large hody of men, and, as he had said, the
Commissioner wns, st the sametime, very reluct-
ant to take extrome weasures in punishment.

Mr. CONNOR considered that sufficient
allowance had not been made for re-mounts.

Tue Cmameman: You can discuss the
fuestion lnter on.

Mgr. RANDELL drew attention to the fact
that the Hon, the Premier had not yot an-
awered his question. Wns the Comimissioner
being treated as n superior officer.

Trne PREMTER : Yes, we look upon him as
a most important officer ?

Mz. RANDELL pointed out that the salary
proposed to be given to the Comtnissioner wns
greater than that given at present to the hend
of any other department. These gentlemen
would uow desira a similar merease. There
was no question about the Commissioner being
8 most efficient officer, and he only wanted teo
point out that the large increase now proposed
would lead to requests from the fixed hends
of other departments,

Tre PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrest) regarded
the position held by the Commisajoner as a
moat important one, and one of great respon-
sibility., T% had been asserted that the salary
previously paid to the Commwmissioner had
been the same as that of other heada, but it
wnzs only last year that the Auditor-
General’'s sulary had heen  raised from
£300 to £600. The Under-Scevetary for
Lands and the Under-Secretavy for Railways
did not receive as much as the Under-
Treasurer, or the Collector of Customs, and it
could not therefore he said thatthey would all
require to be hronght up 1o the same position
ag the Commissioner of Police. The Govern-
ment would he glad when the proposal to place
salaries in the Civil SBervice on a definite basis
could he carried inbo effect. [Mr. Jamra: Tt
is definite ennugh now so far us ingrenses are
concerned.] Personally, he vegarded the posi-
tion of the Commissioner of I'olice na an jm-
portant and responsible one, ard one of the
most important under the Government.

M= R. F. SHOLL thought if there was one
man jn the Civil Service who shonld have his
anlary inercased, it was the Cowcmissioner of
Police. He had tolook after n lwvge force, a
staff of officers, including sccret police, and
generally had to control the organisation and
conduet of o large body of men. It wns 41
yenre ago since the present Commissioner had
gone to the Gascoyne in connection with the
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Austral Expedition, and, ever since that
time, he had held most responsible positions
in the colony. He had coutinually been im
harners, and had hardly ever had o holi-
day. Sowe of the officials whoe had only been
in the colony n few years were getting a salary
of £500 o year, and, in his opinion, there should
be rewards for those who had served thecolony
for a great number of years. TPersonnlly he
would approve of the salary heing incrensed to
£1,000 to thia particular officer.

Me. MARMION was of opinion that, for one
reason alone, the Commissioner of Police was
entitled to the increase proposed, snd he did
not think it wae quite fair to attack him in
the wanner he had been attacked, without the
Commiesioner having the opportunity to offer

. a defence. The increase should he
granted om  its merits. The Com-
missioner had for yeara filled the pouition
now occupied by other heads of departments,
and was supposed to have beem promoted.
There would he no promotion for him without
an increase in his salary, so that it would be
larger than what he wounld have been receiving
had he not heen promoted. If the colony had
made no advance, the heads of other depart-
ments would not have had their salaries
increased ; but, as it was, the Commissioner was
entifled to the increase proposed, because of
the advance in the positions from which he
had been promoted. The position of the
Commissioner was not one to be ¢lnssed with
that of othera. There were special circum-
gtances. ‘Yhe Comiuissioner’s career had heen
Jong and meritorions, and the Government
had a right to give him special treatment.

Me. JAMES was always under the belief that,
in dealing with the Estimates, the Committee
had no right.to consider the individual, but only
the officc. [Mg. Maruron: Oh, you cannot do
that inacaselikethis.] Theonly question to he
considered wag whether an additional £100 a
year should be put on to the salary of the
Commissioner of Folice. If there were special
circumstances in this case, it was inadvisable
to bring them forward asan incresse in salary.
For two or three years past the Under-Secre-
taries, in scme instances, had been getting
larger salaries than the Commissioner of
Police, and now he wag to receive more than
them. There conld only be one result from
this, and that would be a demand from all the
athers to be increased also. It was diffieuld
indeed to see where increases like these were
going to end. T there were special claims,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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let them be recognised by a special vote, but
the salary of the office should not he increased.

Amendment put n1nd negatived.

Lodgingallowances in lien of quarters, £1,000:

Mg. ILLINGWORTH desired to call atten-
tion to this item. He would like the Trenaurer
to look into the matter. At present certain
members of the police force were drawing 35a.
per week for quarters, where they were placed
in positinns requiring guarters. However,
these quarters cost them 18s. per week, and
consequently they really Jost 10s. & week by
being sent to places in the way of promotion.
[THe PrEMIER : I3 that in Perth ] It was not
in Perth. One instance was in the Premier’s
own district, while another had been men-
tioned by the hon. wewber for Geraldton as
oceurring at Mt. Magnet. There were other
cases he could mention ns well. The Mount
Magnet case waa clearly one of injustice and
wrong. The constable sent there was pro-
vided with a 10 x 12 tent, He had to cart his
tent himself, then he had to cut bushes to
make it habitable, and he was only allowed
5. per weelt. This man had practically to
provide himself with what was supposed to be
provided by the department. 'This sort of
thing applied to many of the men who were
statior ed in the back counntry. Ii they were
in Perth they would have short hours and
every comfort, but when they were sent into
the country they had not only to forego all
this, hut were penalised simply becanse they
were called mpon to do harder work, work
longer hours, and live under wost disadvan-
tageons circumstances. The members of the
force a0 situnted hnd great responsibilities,
and should have every consideration, It was
to be hoped that the Premier would enguire
into the matter, so that these men would, at
least, have justice.

Ture PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, from the information placed before him,
the inerenses in the lodging and rvation allow-
ances were made in order to increase the
allowances to men in the situations referred
to, and the increase would take place from
July 1lst. There were many discomforts these
men would have to fuce in new districts, as
well as anyone else. ‘They were in the
position of pioneers and settlers, and, so far
as he personally was concerned, he had not
heard one asingle word of dissatisfaction.
He had heard of one case where n constable,
supposed to receive £15 a year lodging
allowance, had to live in a tent which the
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man himself valned at £4 a year, and he
thonght the man wasentitled to the ditfecence
The Commissioner, however, took up a dif-
ferent position, and the Counnissioner was
right. Everything thut conld reasomably be
done for the comfort of the police was done.
They conld not have hounses built right
away, but the best that could he done was
done. When he (the Premier) was on the
Murchigon and Mount Magnet goldfields, he
did not find any complaint. At Monnt Magnet
there wera two veally good teuts. If any
police were required to live under canvas, it was
only the snme thing that applied in the other
enlonies, wheve men had sometimes to live in
tenta for two or three years. There had heen
an increase to the Coolgardie gold escort, and
men sent into the conntry alwnys had the bugh
aliowanee. That the members of the foree
were Pairly satisfied with the positions they
oceupied wag shown by the rush to fill positions
when any were vacunt.

My, SIMISBON thonght it was hardly likely
anyoue wonld complain direetly to the Pre-
mier, but theie was no question the cnse of
the Mount Magnet police was ope of injustice.
It was true there were two tents, hut one Le
bhad to find himself. During the execution of
his duty this policeman on one occasion had to
chain & man up. For want of a better place
he had to chain him in the tent. The man
thought the best way fo free himself was by
burning the tent down, and he set fire to it.
Mount Magnet was a place three years old,and
when the Premier travelled over these pluces
he saw the bright side of things, and not the
seamy side. ‘I'he men who were treated this
way were men who held inost onerous
positions and were paid 7s. 6d. o day, while the
lahorer outside, wheeling o barrow, and work-

ing eight honrs aday, got £4 a weck. [THr
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Why  dop’t they

swop places. ?] That was no argument, nor
would it be tw the interests of the conntry for
the police to he constuntly changing.
men were under hard conditions of life, great
responsibilities, and most nrduous duties. He
had every respect for them ns a public hedy,

[22 Aveust, 1895.]
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and trusted the Government would try and

improve their position.
At 6.30 p.m. the Chairman left the chair.
At 7.30 the Chajrman resnmed the chair.
THE COLLIE COALFIELD.
ITwe PREMIER (Hoa. Sir J. Forrest):
Before we proceed with the busiorss, I wish to
inform the Committee that | have received a

*4 this has to swim river.”
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telegram from the Collie Coalfield, which will
be of interest to hon. members. It will be
remembered that when we visited the field,
an inclined drive following the coal seam, had
bheen continued for 300ft. or 400ft. The work
of extending the drive has been continued
since the official vigit; but the Government
instructed that a bere shounld be put down
some 40 or 50 chains from the drive, with a
view of striking the scamm nt o considerable
depth. [ have just rcceived the following
telegram from My, W. T, Atkinson, the
manager of that bore:—* Bored through hig
“gean at six hundred and five (605) feet,cleven
“(11) ft. thick ; conl core, eight (8) feet. Another
« geam three (8) feet thick, fourteen (14) feet
“ helow hig seam. Roof and floors of both
“ geang hard. Hope bring cores and full
« pgport nhout Monday next. Messenger with
[ think that is very
satisfactory mews, and I feel suve that the
guality of this core, G00ft. below the surface,
will he vory superior to anything we hnve
obtained hitherto.
ESTIMATES, 18956,

Consideration of vote, “Police, £65,279 43,
6d., resttmed.””

Mir CONWOR, referrivg to the item,
« Remounts, £1,000,” said that, in view of the
extension of the goldficlds and the trouble with
the blacks in the North, the proposed amount
for the purchase of additiomal horses was
inadequate.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest) said
thut if more horses were required the Govern-
ment wounld undertake to obtain them,

Vote put and passed. ’

Vote—Gaols, £20,362:

Mr. RANDELL said that sowe of the pro-
posed increases in salaries in this department
only amounted to one shilling, and he wished
to know the reason.

Me. HASSELL, referring to itam—~@Gaoler,
Albany, £142 (incrense £5)—asked why this
gaoler should receive £10 less thun the gaoler
at Roebourne received.

Tueg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
a larger salary wag always pgiven to Northern
officers, as living was dearer there than any-
where else.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Rottnest establishment,
Reformatory, £3,725 - -

Mr. GEORGE, referring to the item—
Tahle aliowance, Superintendent, £30—asked
what it meant.

inclading
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How. Meumpers: Leave it alome. It has
been alwayvas altowed.

Tur PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
t he amonnt was allowed to the SBuperintendent
to entertain the officials who wvisited the
establishment on duty.

Mr. MARMION, referring to the item—
“ Provisions and other unecessaries, £1,2000
asked why that amount was wanted when
only £581 16s. 5d. was speot last year out of
he vote of £1,200.

Tue PREMIER (Houn. Sir J. Forrest) said
the explanation of the underdraft given by
the Superintendent was that the accounte
from the contractors were not received until
after the close of the financial year, and that
the number of native prisoners had fallen off.
He explained that the decrease in the number
of prisoners was owing principally to the
Government not having decided what the
future of Rotinest Island was to be. T'he
Government were considering the guestion ol
doing away with it as the site for the native
prison, and of preparing a portion of the Fre-
mantle prison for the reception of the pri-
goners, That could he done at a cost of,
perhaps, £400 or £500, which sum would pro-
vide accommodation for abont 40 nadives. If
the native prison at Rottnest were abolished,
steps would have to be taken to prevent the
island from becoming neglected, as a good
deal of gultivation had heen carried out, and
work done in connection with the lighthouse,
and manufacture of galt. In moving the
native prisoners from Rottnest, some place in
which they could be securely kept would
have to be found. They could not be left at
Carnarvon or Roehourne, because some of
them were desperate characters, and were
liable to break out of prison, while it was
undesirable that they should be impriscned in
a ganol which was in a district they belonged
to. He did not believe in chaining them, but
considered they should be kept in a place
where their health would not be interfered
with, and where they would have a certain
amount of liberty if they behaved themselves.
Rottoest was the place best suited for that
purpose, It could be utilised as a pleasore
resort without the prison being removed. The
question of aconomy had also to be considered,
and the native prisoners could be kept cheaper
in the Island prison than in the northern
gaols, where the sccommodation was so inade-
quate compared with that afforded by the
Rottnest Establishment. The Government

[ASSEMELY.]
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had the whole matter under considernlion,

Mr. LEAKE agked if the Government had
conme to uny conclusion with regard to prison
discipline, nnd the new regulations as to the
remission of sentences.

‘'ue PREMIER (Hoa. Sir J. Forvest) eaid
he believed the matter was in band, and was
ready for action to be taken in the direction
indicated.

Me, H, W, SHOLL, referring to the native
prisons, snid he agreed that there wus more
accommodation at Rottnest than in the Roe-
bourne gaol ; still, the patives in the latter
place did very useful work, In the majority
of cages the native prisoners in the north
guve very little trouble.

Mz, A. FORREST said he disagreed with the
Premier in regard to the removel of native
prisoners from the Northern gnols to Rottnest
or Fremantle. Those who were kept on the
chain in the North did very useful work, and
wera a source of revenuve to the distriet in
foriing roals and waking stockyurds, the
work being dome only at the trifling cost of
their food. Natives who were taken fo Rott-
nest were pampered too much, and, when
liberated, were as bad as when they were first
imprisoned ; hut when they had to do s hard
duy’'s work, chained to a wheelbarrow, and
occusionally flogged for bad conduet, they
generally recogniced that it wae not desirable
to spear cattle or break the law im any way.
Even if it cost a little wore to continue them,
be hoped the Glovernment would not abolish
the northern prisons for natives.

Mr. MARMION nsked if the gaolers in the
North were pnid anything for the keeping of
native prisoners.

Tez PRIMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest): The
contractors supply the food.

M. R. F. SHOLL asked how much castor
oil was produced at Rottnest Island loat
year,

Tre FPREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Not
very much ; theve is a good desl which has
not been sold.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he thought the ex-
penditure on the establishwent was not justi-
fied, and it would be very much better if it
were done away with nitogether and the land
cat up. A portion conld be used for recrea-
tion purposes, and a portion could be sold.

Mga. CONNOR said he supported the remarks
of the hon. member for Gascoyne.

Tre Cusirman: Hon. wembers are be-
coming too discursive,
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Mg. GEQORGE snid he wished to refer to

(22 AvausT, 1895.]

the item under discussion (Provisions and |
:

Necessaries, £200), and asked for an explana-
tion of what necessaries for native prisoners
were. He unoticed that the average wumber
of prisoners in the establishment was about
60, and that the cost wns alout £60 to £65
per head per. annum.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest): The
Reformatory is also included in the vote.

Mg. GEORGE suid the Reformatory did not

include the prisoners. He wanted Lo know
whut it cost to take native prisoners to Rott-
nest, the cost of keeping them there, and the
cost of gending them hack to their districts
when they were liberated. He considered
thut the Island wounld afford a very salubrious
bhealth resort, and it would be well if the
Governwent used it for that purpose, instead
of maintaining it to keep 69 prisoners.
- Mg. H. W. SHOLL said he knew of a case in
the North where a native prisoner was
arrested and carted backwards and forwards
from one place to another, a distance of quite
1,000 miles, before he was finally locked up,
while the constable was paid 8o much a day
for feeding him.

Tee CrsieMaR : The hon. member is
out of order in referring 6o this matter. I
have permitted some discussion, because 1
thought an amendment might be proposed.

Me. MARMION said that, in order to
be in order, he would move that the
item be reduced by £200. He did so merely
to be able to say that in 1893 a sam of
£905 was expended on the item under dis-
cussion, and that last year £581 was spent.
He therefore did not think £1,200 was likely
to be required this year. In a debatable
itein such ns the one under consideration, it
was undesirable for the Government to pro-
pose a larger wmount than was required.
The average expendiiure for two years on the
itemm was orly £700, and, taking the avernge
nnwmber of native prisoners at 60, an expen-
ditnre of £20 per head would be incurred;
but, taking the probable expenditure, only
£14, or £135 per head would be apeut,

Me. SOLOMON said he was glad to
hear that the matter of doing away with the
Hottnest Ketablishment was nunder considera-
tiom.

Tue CvaigMax : The hon. member must
confioe his remarks to the smendment.

‘'ue PreMier (Hon. Sir John Forrest) eaid
he did not object to the amendent.
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Amendinent put and passed,

Mg. GEORGE, referring to the item—" 8alt
Works, £250"—quoted from the report of the
Superintendent on the eatablishment for 1894,
regarding the manufactuve of salt. The re.
port stated—* Bighty tong nnd three cwt. of
“refined salt have been forwarded to the salt
“ agents for sale during the year, and 28 tons
“of crude salt have been sold; but what
“ amount of woney has been realised by Gor-
“ernment for the sales is beyond my power
“ Lo report.” He would like to know whether
the revenue should be drawn upoen to the
extent of £250, in order to fosier an industry
that produced £400 a year. Furtber on the
report stnted that there had been a slight
falling off in the quantity of fine salt produced
during the year, which was owing to all the
salt pans bresking down, and; in addition to
that, the price of those pons waa fixed at £30
each. He asked for an explanation of the
whole matter.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. ¥orrest) said
he believed a good deal of the money was
wanted for firewood, the wood on the Island not
being good enough for the salt works, The
note he had on the subject from Colonel
Angelo, who presided ovar the establishment,
was to the effect that the reason why more
money was wanted was, that the wood con-
tractor had failed to render his saccount fer
wood in time. He also went on to say that
the sult could not be received at Fremantle
owing to the lack of accommeodation; there-
fore, although there might be less expenditure,
there wus less revenue. If arrangements
were made in Fremantle for receiving the
salt, there would, of eouree, be more expendi-
ture and o considerable increase of revenue,
Ther the-Superintendent indulged in a little
political economy and gave it as his opinion
that there should be a duty on imported salt
to protect the local manufacturer.

Mg. GEORGE said it was useless to spend
money in producing an article that could not
be sold, and the money ghould be devated
to a hetter object.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJohn Forrest) said
the Government had instructed the Govern.
ment Storekeeper to try and dispose of the
salt. The production of salt in the colony
should be encouraged as far as possible.

Mg, SOLOMON aaid there was a very
good market for salt some years ago, when
hesold 109 tons annually at from £4 to £5
per ton. He counld not understand that with
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the increase of pepulation, there shonld he |

such a falling off in its sale now.

Mz, GEORGE, referring to the item—
“ Use of Teols, officer in charge of Refor.
matory, £10 ”—asked what the item meant.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he supposed the officer in chargo of the
Reformatory supplicd the tools which were
used by the boys in the Roformatory, af a
chnrge of £10,

Mr. RANDELL nsked how wmany hoys
were in the Reformatory.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
there must be over 20.

Mg. GEORGE said he considered the boys
in the Reformatory should be each tanght the
trade thoy desired to learn, in ovder that,
when they camo out, they would become
nseful citizens. He would like to see work-
shops erected and a proper plant sapplied.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the Reformatory was only a small instifution
yet, but nn doubt the hon. mcember’s idea
wonld soon be carried ont. He helieved thoat
Mr. Watson, the officer in charge, was o
carpenter, and instructed the hoys in thot
trade, in addition to which they had to attend
gchool.

Vote, as amended, put and passed.

Vote—Printing, £15,543 2s :

Mz ILLINGWORTH said ho would like fo
know whather the printing done for the
Railway Department at the Government
Prioting Office was charged for.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that no charge was mode againet any depart-
ment for printing. The rale had always boen
that the Government Printer sbould do all
tho printing possible,. and he belicved the
Bailway Depatiment wmade great demands
upon the office. No revenue, beyond sub-
geriptions o and advertisements in, the
Government Gocetls, wns received by the
Government Printing Office.

Mr. A. FORREST gaid the Railway Depart-
ment ahould be charged for printing, as a
sharge was always made against the other de-
partments if that branch of the service carried
any goods for them. It was not n good plan
to count the gratis printing of the Railway
Department ns an asset, and oach departnent
ghounld be charged with the amount of printing
that was necessary. DBy that means hon.
members would be able to find out why the
Printing Vote increased yearly.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he gquite agreed with
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the hon. member who had [just spokén. In
1894 the Printing Vote was £0,765; Inst yewr
it was £14,086, and now £15,000 was asked for.
He had heen told on good nutherity that wmost
of the departments found it imposaible to get
their printing done at the Government office,
aud that a lot of the work was done by the
newspapers and outside printing firms, He
would like to have a return showing what
amounts had been paid to those firms, 'L'he
miscetlaneous returns showed that Stirling
Bros. were paid £99 13s. in August last, that
£17 wae prid to other firms in October, nnd
that £49 was paid for advertising in July, nall
of which amounts were taken from the Inciden-
talitem., He considered the advertising was
costing more thanit ought to cost. The workof
the Government Printing Office ought to be
charged to ench departmeut, so that the
sountry might know the cnst of printing tor
any department. There should ba some
check kept on all the work done.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. $ir J. Forreat) said
the contention of the hon, member had a good
deal to recommend it. In several of the colo-
nies the principle was adopted, and they had
themselves, ag 2 Government, considered the
matter. As a matter of fact, the Telegraph
department was not paid for telegrams that
were gent on service. To adopt the prin-
ciple would bo to swell the revenue returms
from sources from which there would veally he
no return.  The Superintendent of Telegrapha
every month sent in to the various depart-
ments accounts for work done. and always
got credit in the hooks of the Treasury, but
really no money changed hands. Just so if
they were to adopt the samo principle for the
printing office, the receipts and expenditure
would be increased, but it would only be
upon paper; it wonld be simply * robbing
Peter to pay Panl.” It wasa matter of doubt
whether it was desirable to fictitiously swell
the revenue in this way. The Railway De-
partment got paid for all the work it did for
other departments, but renlly the payment
was only o book entry. If the principls were
adopted at the printing office it would neces-
sitate & good denl more clerical labor to keep
the accounts, and he thought the game was
hardly worth the candle. The Government
Printer was ome of thehardest-worked men
in the Civil Service, and save himself wholly
to his work.

Me. SOLOMON said he did not sce wherp
the increased expesnditure wonld come in
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It would only be amatter of computation ag
to the amoeunt duc by each department.
'That bud been ome of the recommendations
of the wuch-ubused Civil Bervice Commission,
which had not been carried out. Huch a
course would show whether the printing
office was being worked at a luss or o profit.
Mr. GEORGE agreed with very much that
had fallen from horn. members, but did not
think the most ardent defenders of the Go-
vernnient Printing Oice would arguc that it
could compete in price with outside firws.
From information hz galhered outside, he
uuderstood that a great quantity of work was
done b the Government Printing Office in
cunsuguence of the work done by the Assembly,
When allerntions were made in a Bill, even if
only s few words, the change caused gonsider-
able gxpense iw the printing office. If auch
work were done outside, the Governinent would
have to pay for it. He did not agree with
the Premier that litile good wonld resalt
from knowing what the printing cost each
department. 1 the railways were in the
hands of private companies, there would be
very close supervision of the expenditnre of
money on such matters, and it should not
be otherwise becanse they were in the hunds
of the Govermment. If the Railway Depart-
ment received credit for what it did, he did
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not see why it should not nceept w debit for -

work done for the departmient. He did not
wanl the exact figures, but would like to
know approximutely the apportionment of
the £15,543 23, To wake people c¢conowmical
should be one of the objects of the Govern-
ment. He wanted to know whether the
swount unmed covered ull the stutionery
used by euch department of the Govern-
ment service.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
each department wus charged for its own
gtationery, which it indented for itsclf,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) said the whole of the
atationery did not cowe from the Government
Printing Qffice. A large yuantity was in-
dented from London, and came out with the
Government stores, ua also did n good deal of
printing for the Railway Departwent. The
Govermuent Printing Office could not de it,
because there was too much printing work
veguired by Parliament. The Kailway De-
partment ¢id not get one-third of its necessary
priuting done: by the Governmeot Printing
Office, a large quantity being indented from
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Engiand at & very chenp rate.  All the print-
ing that could be done in the colony was
done in the colony and at the Governuwent
Printing Office. t would not make much
difference to the Xailwny accourts if they
were charged by the Printing Office for
work done. Tt vas onc of his fixed prin-
ciples Lhat ocach department should be
charged for werk dong, so that the country
nmight know what ench depurbinent cost. He
would be glad to sce his deparbment charged
by the Government Frinter, provided all the
departments were charged in like wm:anner.
Each depurtitent was churged by the Govern-
ment Storckeepey for the stationery it used.

My, GEORGE agked if he were to under-
staud that the stutionery for each department
wus printed by the Government Printer und
paseed into the stores.

‘fue COMMISSIONLR OF RATILWAYS
{(Hon. II. W. Veon) suid that was not so.
‘Uhe Railway Department had this year called
for tenders tor stationery, within the colony.

Mr. GEORGE enid he simply wanted to
koow if the aount stuted covered the whole
coab of stationery and priuting.

Me. BIOS8 usked if the rveprinting of
Statutes was bo be cacried out by the Govern-
ment Printer,

Mxi. WOOD said there was a good deal to
be said on buth sides of the question. He did
not think one depurtment should churge
another, unless all were treated alike. 'I'heve
was great force in what the Prewier had said,
as to muking a fictitious show of revenue nnd
expenditure. He was sure, if tho principle
were adopted, the Governwent Printing De-
pattment would show n very handsowme sur-
plus, particularly so if the guality of work
were taken info consideration.

M. MOSS asked again for information as
to the reprinting of Statutes,

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat) said if
the Government Printer could huve done this
worl, the nmount would not have becn on the
Estimates, because the department did not
wake a charge for the printing done.

Me ILLINGWORTIH said he had raised
the debate for a specinl renson. Experience
slsewhere had shown the necessity of taking
neatly the whole of the railway printing out
of the hands of the Government Printeyr, in
order to have it dome wmuch cheaper. He
spoke of the railways hecuuse of the magnitude
of the work done. He wasnow so far aatisfied

. because they were gettiog wuch of their work
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done iu Englund. He considered the rnilway
department should have its work done by
tender.

Mz, RAND ELL said that, ns the principle of
charging some departments had been sturted,
it should apply to all departments, and par-
ticulacly to the Government Printing Office.
He thought the gentleman at the head of that
departivent would he pleased to be nllo to
point to the work done during the year. It
would also ¢nable them to judge how far the
department waa sclf-supporting. A report
from the printing department would certainly
be an interesting document, however ghort it
might be. He noticed there werc 41 officers
inthe department, besides nine apprentiecs,
and that increases were proposed, ranging
frow £50 down to 16s. He would like to have
information as to how such nice caleulations
had heen made. He uoticed, too, that £3,500
was put down for extra labor, bub there was
no number of men specified. It was desirable
to know how many men would be employed
under that amount, so that they might know
the strength of the department. The work
done by the department would bear com-
parison with such work done in any part of
the world. He doubted the desirability of
going on increasing the size of the department
until it overtook the work. It would be better
to call for tenders for much of the work, rather
than let it fall into arrear.

Tuz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
suid the only information he could give was
included in the wording of the itew, “extrs
laber.” Men were taken on in the department as
necessity arose. He acknowled it was a large
item, and equal to the employment of about
thirty men all the year round. Last year
£3,429 15s. 94, was spent under the same
head. The office had been very much en-
larged, because the work had become so very
much congested. The reason why so much
temporary labor was employed was because
the Government Printer felt it was safe to
do the work in that way. He knew it was not
usual to state nny sum for salaries in the Ksti-
mates withoul stafing the number to ke em-
ployed, but this was necessitated by the cir-
cumstances of the printing office. He was
sorry he had no further information at hand,
throngh having mislaid his notes having
reference to the gquestion.

Mg WOOD said the matter might sufuly e
left in the bhands of the Governimment Printer,
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who would not spend a pound more than was
wbselutely necessary to bae apent.

Mz MARMION called attention to Item 49
—(New machinery, type, &o., £2,000)—
which was o very largo incrense on last year.
For the two preceding years vanly £2,105 had
boen spent ; whereas for this year thoy were
asked to vote a sum of £2,000,

My, GHEORGE referred to ltem 52—
Foveign telegrawz nnd stationery—and re-
garded it as an entively mislending item, Hon.
members would remember that, when discnss-
ing the Excess Bill for last year, it had been
discovered that an item of this kind covered
the purchase of theodolites. If it really
meant sending telegrams to the other colonies
or England, he was quite satisfied, hbut he
did not think the Fstimates should contain
the names of things that were not true. He
would sooner have a miscellaneonus vote for
each department to cover such expenditure,

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest) said
the hon. memher for the Murray wmade a
good denl of capitnl out of a very small
matter. In the Auditor-Genoral’s repord last
year, by a pure inandvertence, he had allowed
a theodolite to appear under the hcad of
stationery. Jt was usual in the departments
to charge, under the head of stationery
things that were not actually stationery,
as for instance, pencils, scales, parallel
rulers, und that sort of thing. It was
an inadvertence thut the Auditor-General did
not take exception to the item of the
theodolite, The reason for such an item as
that was that, withip the colony, deparbments
did not pay for telegrams in actwal cash, but
if they sent to the other colonies or England
they had to pay cash, and there must of
necessity, be o vote to which such expenses
could be charged.

M=z GEORGE eaid he simply spoke upon
the principle involved. Anything placed on
the Estimates should justify its name. He
ghould be careful, when the Excess Bill of next
year came forward, to note if there were any
foreign telegrams. 'I'he Premier did not seem
to grasp the difference Letween detail and
principle,

Tue CHaIRMAN pointed out that the dis-
cussion was not revelant (o the mutter before
the Committee.

Mg, SQOLOMON spid he understood the
Commissioner of Railways to say that each
departwent was charged by the stores depart-
ment for stationery, &c.; whereas that item
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was 20 per cent. of the entire cost of the
printing office.

Tar PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
snid the item was for printing paper, not
stationery. It was for the paper apon which
had to be printed the work of the other de-
partments.

Mr. MARMION said they had only spent
£3,314 during the previous two years, and this
year they were asked to vote £3,000. I they
added the expenditure for new machinery
and for stationery for the previous years, they
got a total of £5,400, and yet they were asked
to vote for 1895-6 o sum of £5,000. It was a
great mistake to make the expenditure of a
department greater than it needed to be. Tn
placing large sums at the disposal of any
department, they were giving them an induce-
ment tc spend more than they otherwise
would.

Mr. LOTON said there was no need to cavil
about the item. It was merely for the paper
upon which the Government Printer would
have to work. Tfhe did not have the paper he
could not do the work. Last year the amount
spent wae nearly £2,000, and with the increase

that was going on, the probabiiity was they

would require £3000 for the ensuing year.
It was gimply & matter of providing the raw
material, with which the Government Printer
had to deal. Ha hoped the Government wounld
arrange before next session that each depart-
ment should be charged for the work done,

Vote put and passed.

Inspection of Stock, £4,072 5s.:

Mz, PHILLIPS asked for an explanation na
to how the Chief Inapector’s salary came to
be less than the snlaries of his subordinate
officers. ‘

Tne PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrest) said
the Chief Inspector was on the permanent
staff, whereas the others were only temporarily
employed. Besides which the Chief lnspector
had £200 a year for travelling allowances,
When the colony waa cleared of scab would be
early emough to comsider any increase of
salaries. He hoped that, when they met next
year, the number of inspectors would be
reduced, and that scab would have been com-
pletelyremoved. Therehad been e very marked
improvement during the past year. He
threatened last year to clear out the whole of
the inspectora if they did not clear the colony
of scab, and his words had had a very good

effect. He considered it nothing less thana '
scandal that seab had existed s0 long asithad * he

[22 Avausr, 1895.]

Estimates 1895-6. 679
done in thecolony. He hoped it would be
cleared out in a few months longer.

Mr. 4. FORREST said the credit ot eradi.
cating scab belonged to the members of the
House who represented the pastoral industry,
rather than to the Government, because of
the action these mombers took last year. The
time bad arrived when the Inspectors of Sheep
should be placed elsewhere, [t was woll
known that stock being brought down to
market were put through the dip at the
Irwin, and that owing to their being &0
knocked about in the process, they deterior-
ated very much in quality, and could not re-
cover beforé reaching the market. He would

'very much like to see the Irwin dip done sway

with. The inspectors might inspect the sheep
as they came down on the road from1 Dongarra
to Perth. The Irwin dip completely demoral-
ised the stock, and often they came out of it
with broken limbs. He was not in favor of
any increase. That department had been
in existence ever since he could remember,
and if it had not been for the action of cerbuin
hon. members last year, the scab would have
gone on for ever,

Mr. MARMION, referring to item 17—
Government Veterinary Surgeon, £300; last
year, £350—saaid as the Government had the
disposal of the services of a Veterinary Sur-
geon, he wished to call their attenfion to the
extensive mortality among horses in the West
Kimberley district. Many of the station-
owners had suffered very great loss, especially
in the vicinity of Derby and the Leonard
river; and also the lower portion of the Pitz-
roy. They had not been able to find out the
cause of the mortality, Some thought it was
poison, whilst others thought it was the stiug
of a fly. Lei the cause he what it would,
the mortality continued, and it had been sug-
gested that the Government might allow the
Veterinary Suorgeon to visitthe locality, during
the season of the yensr when the disesse was at
its height, in order that he might discover the
cause and cure. He (Mr. Marmion) asked for
an assurance from the Treasurer that the Vet-
erinary Surgeon might be allowed to visit the
district, and hopad for a favorable reply.

Mg. CONNOR asked for an explannation of
the duties of the Government Veterinary
Surgeon, and said if the explanation were not
satisfactory, be should move to strike omt the
item altogether.

T'se PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) said
was well aware of the mortality
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among the horges in the Kimberley district
With regard to the duties of the Vetervinary
Surgeon, hehad pointed oubt what bhey were
already once this sessiou. He comasidered in
# coleny like this, where so much stock
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wng imported, it was necessary to have some .

one capable of guarding them from the im-
portation of discuse. "Vhe present officer had
been brought over for a specinl reason, and
it had been thought desirable to retuin his
services. His duly was toadvise the Govern-
wenton all watters connected with bis pro-
fession, and te visit any pluce the Govera-
went wished himn“to do. If ho wore sent
to the Kimberley district, it would have to
he under a spacial arrangoement.

Mg. R. F. Suonu: Does he not get 165. a
day for thavelling expenses.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, when fravelling, this officer received
his expenses for locomotion, and so wmuch
per day for subsistence. Thers wasnothing
excepbional about the position. He was
treated the sume us any other officer who
had to travel on duty. He (the Prewier)
did not think they could carry on without
u duly gqualified officer to advise them, if
they were to keep the conntry free from
disease.

Mg, CONNOR said the cxplanation was
not satisfuctory to hium. ‘The st time that
gentloman’s niune wus before them they were
told by the Premier, very distinctly, that
the gentleman was not employed as a veter-
inary surgeon, bub as an inspector of stock;
not with a salary placed upon the Estimates,
but receiving so much a frip to Fremantle
und other places. [1'ur Premier: I expiained
the position correctly.] He had asked for an
explanation of the duties of the office, and the
Premier had not explained anything, except
that the officer was drawing o saluxy of £3060
a year, The only benefit thaf he (Mr. Connor)
knew that the officer in question bad been to
the colony was as an advertising agent. He
had advertised the fact that in West Aus-
tralin they vequired stoek. If the Chairman
would allow him, he would read o quotation
as follows :—= Mr. F. A, Blackman, hon. sec-
retary to the Stock Breeders’ Association,”
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draught horses are worth from £18 to £25.”
That wasthe only use the Veterinary Surgeon
had been to this colony. Ho (Mr, Cunnor)
was under the impression that this gentleman
Lhud taken up the work of o gentleman
unamed Turner, who had Leen a good wany
yoars in tho service of the country. He did
not like to spenk of any one who could not
reply there for himself, but he understood the
work was not heing done so well, as when DMr.
Turoer had churge of it, He knew of o case
where some stock was landed in the early
worning, on a very estormy day, and the
veterinary surgeon did not get down until
two ¢’clock in the aftermoon. If thakb officer
wus paid to do the work, he ought to do it.
Ile (Mr. Connor) had asked fur an explanation
which had not been given; he therefore

. moved that the item * Government Veterinary

says the Brisbane Conrier, * has received the

following telegram from Mr. H, H. Kdwards
Government Veterinury Surgeon, Perth:—
* Splendid tarket for prime fat eattle. Consign
Lowe, Clerk & Co., Perth. Xeliable agenta.
Will average £12 to £14 per head. Heavy

Surgeon, £300,” bo struck out,

Mr. A. FORRES'L suid he bad uothing to
say ugainst the ubiliby of the officer in guestion,
but it was an appointment that was not neces-
sary. A gentleman might be obtained for
retaining fee who would imspect cargoes of
stock whenover thoy urrived in the colony.
[Tue Presmipg :—~1here isno one to be got.]
There were balf-a-dozen available. ‘I'here
was & very good wan wiw lived at Victorin
Park, South Perth, and he belivved theru
were several vthers.  He could not understand
why the Government should pay £300 o year
in this way. ‘'I'he gentleman in question was
imported for special worlk, but he (Mr. Forrest)
was 1ot awuare that the experiwent had been
a very great success. He objected to the sug-
gestion of the hou. member for Frewantle,
because it was well known what killed the
horses in the Kimberley district He bad
interests up there, and no manuger of his had
ever suggested the sending up of a veterinary
surgeon, ‘I'hey kept the horses as far as
possible out of the dangerous country. He
considered u retaining fee of £100 a yeur
would he ample, and they could get a gentle-
man to accept the position and do the work
for that amount.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(llon. A, B. Richardson) thought that in the
present history and circwmstances of the
colony a properly qualified veterinarvy surgeon
was absvlutely necessarvy. Ib was necessury
to have a fully qualified man, and one in whom
they could bave coutidence. The present
surgeon had proved his competency by tracing

i the source of the disease in cattle known as
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“ricketts ” or “wobbles’ to a poisonous
plant, Mr. Edwards had proved himself to
bea mun who knew what he was talking about,
und that was what was wanted in the colony.
He had discovered Dboth tuberculesis and
fluke in stock slanghtered in the colony, and
it would be a bud day for the agriculturists of
this country it such diseases ns Huke in sheep
and poewnoniain cattlemade their appearance.
Unless they hada properly qualified veterinury
surgeon the wischief would Lo done bofore
the presence of the disense was discovered,
Whether the salary was too high or too low was
anotherguestion, but the Government had dono
itsbest, and Mr. Edwardshad declined ony lessor
amonnt. He was u gentleman who came from
the other colomies fully accredited. He was
fully qualified, and be kaew hiw to be & cow-
petent person to attend to the duties of this
ofice. The office of veterinary swrgeon was
vssentinlly one where a good man was wanted,
and not o gnack,

Mr. GEORGE vunderstood this £300 a year
waa to secure the whole of the services of the
gentleman appointed. Personally he was not
concerned who the individual was, but he
should be wlways avaeilable when his servives
were required, and it would be far better for
arrangements to be made whereby the whole
of the veterinnvy’s time was at the call of the
Governwent. He agreed with the remark of
the Comuiissioner of Crown Luands, that the
salary paid should be sufficicnt to secure the
services of a fully qualified mun, instead of o
quack, but in this instance he had beard of the
voberinary surgeon not going to Fremautle to
stock when desirved to do so, aud that should
be ultered. The salury should be sulficiently
adequute for the veterinary to give whatever
time was requisite, so that there should be no
cowmplaint.

Mg. PIESSE would like to point out that
‘this veterinary enrgeon obtained & sulary of
£300 u year from the Government, and he ob-
tuined an additionn! fee from the Burean of
Agriculture as well.  The salary of £300 a
year should Ue sufficient to  include the aer-
vices for the Burean us well. He did not
agree with the remark of the hon, wember for
the Murray that the salary should be increased,
for the one provided on the Estimates was
atready cqual to what would be paid te a
medical man, and, in addition, the veterinary
was allowed the right of private practice.
Without question, the man filling this  posi-
tion should be fully qualified. A great deul of
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stock was being landed in the colony at the
prescut time, and it would be a terrible thing
if some of the diseases rife in the other colonies
were introduced here. It would be very hard
to get rid of themn, once they made their ap-
pearance. It wus important to know {hat
these duties wonld he properly carried ont, and
there should be no ground for complaint, such
as that proferred in reference to stoek at Kro-
mantle. If there wus ground for this com-
pluint it should have been reported to the
Premicr, whe would doubtless have seen that
the same thing did not oceur agnin, A pro-
perly qualified wan shouwld always occupy the
‘position, und therc should be no question
about the right to call upon him to inapcet
stock at uny time.

Mg, GEORGLE desired to remove u misun-
derstanding. He did nob propose un increass
of sulary, bub thought the sulary giveu, nuo
matter what it was, should he sufficient to
secure the services of u velerinury for the
Government ab all times, und s that private
practice could wnot interfere with his
work for the country. No man could
serve two masters, and it was with a view of
cmphusising the faszt that the Government
shoulit have the first cull on the services of
such an official, that he had suggested the
sulury should be such as to enable Lhis to e
done. He did not say that £300 2 year wus
not sufficient—it was only n question of pro-
perly defining the dutics of the official.

. I'be PREMIER (Hon. 8ir. J, Forrest) would
like the Committee to understand that this
wua the first time he had heared of any com-
plaint, and it wus curious that the head of the
department had received no information about
it. Fhe Government had the first call on My,
Bdwards’ services, and one of his duties was to
inspoct the sheep at Frewnntle. It was more
than probalde the veteribury surgeon had
never been informed these sheep wers there
for him, for he had shown himself not ouly
attentive to his duties, but always ready to give
nssistunce and advice whersver it could be
of value. When Mr. Edwards first cane to
the colony bhe wunted £600 n year. The
woverntent had applied 1o the Victorian
Government, and it had recoinmended Mr.
Edwards. ‘The Government had now mude
the best Largain it could, for the simple
reason that Mr. Edwards was not anxions to

veunin. He was [lfully qualified. [M=z.
Connor: Where?} His qualifications were
frow the Melbourne University and the
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highest gualifications from Victoria. The
only mistake he appeared to have made was
inadverfently advertising, and that was not
likely to ocenr again, The only practice Mr.
Edwards was allowed was that within his
profession, and the Government had not
made a bad bargain when they secured his
services. .

Mr. B. F. SHOLL did not think the case of
Mr, Bdwards in adverbising was singular.
The Government Analyst, Mr. Woodward, was
in the habit of giving certifieates to be ad-
vertised. It was right of the Premier to
gtop Mr. Edwnrds cateving in the interests of
any particular form of stock raisers, but the
Analyst should he stopped as well. He had no
objection to either of them certifying as
private individuals, but their certificates shonld
not be those of officials. ‘i'he Burean of Agri-
cultural paid Mr, Edwards £40 a year, and that
appeared unnecessary affer the salary of £300
from the Government. The retaining fee wus
a very handsome cne. Personally he did not
believe that fluke and tuberculosis had really
been found in the colony, but it was necessary
the discovery should be made to make the
appointment secure. The story was one to be
taken with a grain of salt, and when the vote
for the Burean came up he would move a re-
duction of this amount by £40.

Mg. WOOD supported the vote as printed.
Mr. Edwards was a highly qualified man
and a valuable officer, This debate wonld
probably not have been raised had the tele-
gram not been sent, and quite likely it was
the wrong name used in it. He trusted the
hon. mewmber for East Kimberley would with-
deaw his amendment.

Mr.CONNOR did not want to be too severs,
but the veterinary surgeon should Le compelled
to do his duty, and not fill private commis-
sions outside of his own profession. He would
like to see the vote reduced, and with the
leave of the Committee would withdraw his
amendment, because he understood another
hon. member would propose one in favor of
a reduction.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. A, FORREST moved that theitem be
reduced by £100.

Amendment negatived.

Vote, as printed, agreed to.

VYote—Obscrvatory, £3500 :

Me. RANDELL asked whether the Observa-
tory was likely to be in operation during the
nex$ twelve months,
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Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) did
not think so, but Sir Charles Todd had advised
that the astronmner should be in the colony
when thenecessaryhuildinga were being erected.
It was intended that the astronomer sbounld

* also carry out the duties of meteorologist, as in

other colonies. There had been no consulta-
tion with a regard toa site, bub, if necessary,
Bir Charles T'odd could be invited to visit
Perth, and give the Government the benefit of
his valuable advice, The Government would
like to have the vote passed, even if it were
not in force.

M.LEAKE thought the meteorological re-
portors at present, under the vote ** Registry, ’
should be under the vote for the Observatory.

Ter PREMIER intimated that this would
he the case next yeur,

Me. A. FORREST thought this vote could
be struck out. An Observatory wae not wanted
just yet. If was one of the fancy things the
colony could well do without.

‘I'ne Premaer : The instruments bhave
wlready been ordered.

Mg, A. FORREST : By whose authority ?

Tuar Premier: i3y the authority of the
Honge.

Mr. InLinaworTH (to Mr. A. Forrest):
Why, you voted in favor of it last year your-
self.

Mg. &. FORREST : I was not aware of 1%

Vote, as printed, agreed to.

Vote—Registry, £2,716:

Mzr. A. FORREST cowpluined that the
weather reports, and the reports as to ruinfall,
were posbed much Jater than was possible,
were very carvelessly prepared, and sometimes
notposted up at all.

Mxzr. MARMION concurred in this complaint.
Great carelessness was shown both at Perth
and Fremantle, and elsewhere No doubt, if
the Treasursr gave a hint to the officers en-
trusted with this, the complaint would be
remedied. ‘These reports were most important
to many people.

ME. PIESSE bore out the remarks of the
previcus spenkers. No doubt some of the
reports did not come to hand as early as counld
be hoped for, but the responsibility for a good
deal of the delay appeared to rest on an
official in the Telegraph fice. The informa-
tion way of great importance to many people,
and steps should be taken to ensure a little
more energy in the direction of seouring more
regular reports, and more rcliable information
for the public. )
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Me, ILLINGWORTH suggested that if a
person desired to be particularly aggravated,
he should study the index of the Year Book,”
He would suggest that the editor of the * Year
Book " take a lesgon from the manner in
which the “Year Books" of other colonies
were prepared.

Mgr. MARMION desired some explanation of
the itew, ® Registrar of Frinndly Rocieties,
£300.”

T ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hen. S.
Burt) explained that the appoiniment was
necessary after the passing of the Friendly
Societies Act, and to prevent those societies
carrying on their business on lines that would
end in their bankruptey. The Registrar super-
vised all the societies, ndvised them, and con-
trolled them generally. He was also an
actuary, and of great use to the Government
in other matters where abstruse calculation
waa required. The gentleman appointed came
fo the colony very highly recommended by the
Govermuent of Victoria, and this Government
had made agood bargain. Theofficer appointed
was the second in his department in Victoria,
and it was not likely his ealary would always
remain a8 low as £300 in this coleny. Se
far he (the Aftorney-General) had seen a good
deal of the Registrar’s work in this colony, and
it was most thoroughly done. In fact every-
thing this gentlemen did was done with the
utmost satisfaction to oll those with whom he
was brought in contact.

Mg. HASSELL complained that the person
supposed to carry out the duties of Observer
at Albany did his work most inefficiently, and
the weather reports were seldom avaitable.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Charitable Institutions, £1,383 §s, :

ME. LEAKE asked whether it was a fact
that both boys and girls were kept at
one of the Industrial schools.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that little boys and girls were together
at Victoris Park, but it was conly until new
buildings were constructed.

Vote agreed to.

Vote—Government Gardens, £594 15s. :

Me. GEORGE asked, with regard to the
item “Incidental expenses, including retaining
wall round gardens, £150,” how much of this
was for the retaining wall, which he under-
stoed was completed last year.

Tag PREMIER believed the amount was
pringipally for incidental expenses.

Vote agreed to.

Avevsrt, 1895.)
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Vote—Defences, £11,733 1s. 44d.:

Me. LEAKE suggested that even more
encouragement should be given to the bands,
which were the most popular branchk of the
forces. Efficient bands would keep the volun-
teers well together, and ehould be en-
couraged,

Mg, MARMION enquired the reamson for
the reduction of £60 in the voto for band
allowances, while the sum of £300 had been
sot aside for n Headquarters Band.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
explained that this was caugsed by
the creation of the Perth Infantry
Band into a Headquarters Band. This
band would have 21 men, getting £10 a
year each, with a bandmaster at .£100.
They would have certain practices and
attendances, and, by the alteration, the £60
previously given to the Perth Band was
taken off the old vote.

Mg, MARMION didnot complain ahout a
Headguarters Band, but thought the amount
previonaly given to Perth should be given
to the other bands. The Fremantle Band
was deserving of more consideration, and
there was too much being spent inproviding
things for Perth. The headguarters for

anything like this were generally con-
trived to be in Perth. The volunteer
bands should be encouraged, aund he

nslked the Premier to consider this,

Mgr. A. FORREST congratulated the
Government on the reduction of the vote
generally, from £15,450 last year to £11,733
this year. It waelike the hon. member for
Fremantle’s “ what do you callit” to suggest
that the headquarters band should be nny-
where else but in Perth, while as for the Fre-
mantle band, there were others in the colony
to equal it—notably that of Coolgardie. Fre-
maantle people could come to Perth to hear the
band play, or the band might go down to Fre-
mantle.

Me. GEORGE was sure that down at Fre-
mantle they already had bands of such great
variety apd quality that nothing more was
necessary there. Referring to Item 24— Field.
Day expenses and State ceremonial, £2,556;
last year, £200—beasked for explanation of the
increase, and bow much was for field-day ex-
pruses and how wuch for State ceremonial.

Tae PEEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the incrense in the amount for this year was
for the purpose of paying the volunteers for
attending parades ordered Ly the Command-
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ant. He read o memorandum showing that
the Perch, Framantle, and Guildford corps
numbered 420 of all ranks, and the pay for
these parades was estimmied at £4 16s. per
wan for the year; the paywents for these
parades not bo count us cupitation woney.
The puy to countey corps for parades
orderod by the Commundant was estiwmated
atb £2 per wman for the year. ‘These
payments would be wade quarterly or half-
yearly, as might be detormined. The idea waa
to have wore of these field-day parades, for
keeping up the efliciency of the corps, and to
puy the volunteers ut a little Detler rate than
previously for attending thew, as the men had
to sagrifice their time to wttend the field-
day paendes. Tt would be remembered that
the Gaverninent proposed, last year, to intro-
duce the system of o partially paid foree inbo
the military organisation of the colony, but
the proposal did not meet with favor in this
House. ‘I'me next hest plan for encourag-
ing voluntcering was to offer more
indneoments for the men Lo attend tho
parades ; for it could not be expected
thut volnuteers, many of whom had theirown
wuork to attend to on field-days, would leave
their work and attend these parades without
baing paid. With the object of so encourag-
ing the men, it was now proposed that a fund
should be available for paying volunteers who
atlended those parades which weve ordered by
the Commandunt. He (the Prewier) believed
this plan wonld prodnce good results, and he
hoped hon. members would pass the item, and
give the new plin u trial.  TF it was found not
to work well, it need not be continued. The
new Jommandant, when he arrived in  the
culony shorily, might be able to work out the
watter, with the view of offering more induce-
ments than in the past for getiing men to join
the foree and attend the parades.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LEAKYE said this was an important °
item, and as this was the first full explanation of

it riven by the Government, he would move
that progress be reported in order to allow
time for hon. members to consider the new
system. [Several Hon. Memeegs: No, no.]
Then he would move to strike ont the item,
unless the Government consenled to report
progress.

Tur Premier: I do not think the Com-
mittee would strike it out.

Mp. LEAKE moved that Ttem 24 be struck
out. In doing 50, he said he was actuated by
the idea that the House shoutd pay the volun-
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teers properly or not at all, because once the
Housc began to pay emall pittances to volun-
teers, such as was proposed in this item, the
volunteer force would degenerate. He did not
think the volunteers would give a “thunk you'
forthe swall amount of pay that would come to
each man, through this system, and he would
rather see the money expended in prizes or
other inducemnents, because there could not be
wn  efficient force if the Government paid
merely for thedays or half-days apent in at-
tending field-day parades.  ‘The volunteer
torce in this colony was never s¢ ufficicnt as it
wus when the work was purely voluntary.
Hon, members who recollected with what en-
thusiasm the volunteers were reviewed sowe
years ago, must huve noticed the marked con-
trast between that state of things and the
present. It would be better to strike out this
large item, than attewpt to carry out this
false principle. If the colony was to have a
militia, it should be put on » comprehensive

basis; whereas the plan proposed in
this item was altogether on o false
rrinciple. He again asked that progress be

reported, hecanse this matter vequired more
discussion than hon. membhers could give it in
the next quarter of an hour. Perhaps, on
further enquiry, mewbers might be persuaded
that some of the money in ihis item shouid be
allowed 10 remain, He moved that progress
be reporied und leave asked to sit again.

Motion pub and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again,

ADJOURNMENT.
I'he HMouse adjourned at 10.30 ¢o’clock, p.m.




